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APPENDIX
L

IN MEMORIAM

JAMES EDWARD RIDDICK

On the gth day of October, 1907, the Honorable James

Edward Riddick, one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme

Court of Arkansas, departed this life. On November 11, 1907,
at a meeting of the court, the Chief Justice, the Associate TJust-
ices, and the members of the bar being present, the Honorable
Wilson "E. Hemingway, a member of the bar, delivered the fol-
lowing address:

Moy it please Your Homors:

At a meeting of the ‘bar, composed of members from different parts
of the State, and which was held in this room on the 14th of October
last, resolutions of respect to the memory of Judge Riddick were adopted,
and I am requested to present them to this court, They are as follows:

RESOLUTIONS OF THE BAR OF THE SUPREME COURT,

“James Edward Riddick was born in Fayette County, Tennessce on
August 29, 1849, the son of Edward Garrett\and Harriet Ann Riddick.
He graduated at the Academy of Macon, Tennessee, and then studied
law at the law school at Lebanon in that State, and afterwards at the
University of Michigan, where he received his degree in 1872. He en-
tered upon the practice of his profession at Gainesville, Arkansas, and
was at once recognized as a young man of marked ability, When he
had been at the bar but four years, he was made prosecuting attorney.
He afterwards served one term in the Legislature, and in 1886 he was
elected judge of his circuit, It was then perceived that he had found
his true vocation, and that he was a born judge, patient to hear, courteous
to the bar and to litigants and witnesses, wise to decide, and possessed
of that sound common-sense which is essential to the attainment of
justice. During the eight years that he sat upon the circuit bench he
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won golden opinions from all who entered his court; and the feeling
that he was fitted for a higher place was so general that his appoint-
ment in 1804 to succeed Judge Mansfield upon our Supreme Bench was
universally approved, and his election followed as of course. He has
held that high position ever since, and it is safe to say that, had be
been spared us, the people of our State would have been glad to retain
him as one of their supreme judges to extreme old age.

“In the opinions of our court he has erected for himself a monument
more enduring than brass or marble.  In the long line of our judicial
decisions, covering now nearly three-quar"cers of a century, there are
none that are superior to his and few that are their equal. He was a
man of literary tastes, and he expressed himself with rare felicity. His
opinions are models of judicial style. His statement of the facts is brief
and clear; his exposition of the law is Jucid and convincing; and rarely
does he fail to satisfy us with the conclusion reached. And they are
business-like opinions, with no misleading dicta, no irrelevant matter,
no attempt at fine writing. As long as our commonwealth lasts, they will
be turned to by succeeding generations with pleasure and profit.

“And they are only the outward manifestations of a most admirable
judicial career. He was careful and patient in ascertaining the facts,
candid and impartial in his effort to find out and apply the law. Upon
the bench he had neither friend nor foe. His one desire was to do
justice between litigants.

“In all the relations of life he was equally worthy of our admiration.
As a husband and father he was kind, just, patient and loving. As a
lawyer he was industrious and successful. As prosecuting attorney he
was faithful and just. As a legislator he was attentive and efficient. As
a judgehe was able, dignified and courteous. As a citizen he
was  progressive, enterprising  and patriotic.  Under all  cir-
cumstances he was a manly man, receiving the deserved approbation of
his fellow men, and loved and respected by all.

“When such a man is taken from us it is proper that we should make
some record of our sentiments. Therefore

«Be it resolved by the members of the Bar of the State of
Arkansas, that in the death. of Judge Riddick the people of the State
have lost one of their most faithful officers and a most accomplished
jurist; a man who by his eminent talents, his extensive learning and
his spotless integrity adorned the high office to which he was called, a
citizen worthy of all respect and confidence; a man who was pure-hearted,
kind and true and a friend to all that was good and noble.

“Be it also resolved, That we extend to the members of the
Supreme Court our condolence in the loss of a colleague with whom
it was a delight to co-operate, and whom they all truly loved for his
many amiable qualities; and, above all, that we sympathize with his
stricken family in the loss of such a husband and father as few have
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known—a loss which” nothing can compensate and the sense of which
must grow deeper with the passage of the years.

“Resolved, that Judge W. E. Hemingway, Mr. N. W. Norton and
Mr. Joseph W. House be appointed to present these resolutions to the
Supreme Court of Arkansas with the request that they be spread upon
its records; that Mr. J. C. Hawthorne be requested to present them to
the Greene Circuit Court, and that a copy be transmitted to the family
of the deceased.

“G. B. RosE,

“Morris M. ComN,

“B. S. JomNSON,

“EsgN W. KIMBALL,

“Cuartes COFFIN,

“J, C. HAWTHORNE,

“W. H. PEMBERION,
“Commitiee.”

As is stated in the resolutions, Judge Riddick was born in Fayette
County, Tennessee, in August, 1849. His boyhood and youth were passed
amid social and economical conditions that were peculiar to the South
in that time—that have now gone, and are to some of us a memory, but
to most of us only a tradition.

His father was educated for the practice of medicine, and for a time
followed his profession. But he had also a liberal education, with a
taste for books and general knowledge, and he made his home upon 2
plantation, where he could indulge his tastes in the comfort and inde-
pendence which plantation life of that ‘day afforded. He was 2 typical,
ante-bellum, Southern gentleman—educated, versed in polite learning,
modest, unselfish and honorable, above want and without avarice, who
cherished the sentiments of exalted patriotism and at all times, held him-
self ready to work for the honor of his State, either in peace or in war.
The women of the time were the fitting complement of such men, pure,
refined, self-sacrificing, and abounding in love, charity and piety. The
home of such a couple was peculiarly adapted to rear a boy into the
best and noblest type of man. It was the good fortune of Judge Riddick
to be born of such parents, and to be reared in such a home, and to these
early influences he was, no doubt, largely indebted for the qualities of
heart and soul that he illustrated throughout life.

Although he was quite unassuming, he was a unique personality,
and his distinguishing traits seemed survivals of the era referred to. - He
was modest and free from all conceit. His life was simple, and without
ostentation or display. Genuine worth was his test of character. He
was unselfish, and devoted his time and talents to the public service.
He was industrious, ambitious and conscientious, and applied himself as-
siduously to whatever he undertook, worked his talents to their full
capacity, and sought their highest development as a means of increasing
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his efficiency. He seemed absolutely - destitute of egoism, of self-con-
sciousness or self-seeking, but was intent upon doing whatever he under-
took for the good there was in success. He thought of his work, not of
himself; and he thought of it, not as its results concerned him, but as
they promoted some worthy end.

His taste for books was inherited, and he early formed habits of
reading and reflection that he indulged throughout his life,

His early education comprised the ustial course at college and at 2
first-class law school. But that did mot complete his education, for he
constantly enlarged and built upon it, down to his last illness.

He came, a young man, to Arkansas, to make'his home and practice
law. His new friends elected him for two successive terms to the office
of prosecuting attorney and later to the lower house of the Legislature.
But the stress and strain, the conflicts and antagonisms of the prosectitor’s
life, were not suited to his tastes or temper, and there was little in its
ordinary duties to extend his understanding of the law. Neither did the
hap-hazard and random processes of legislative work, with their yielding
of convictions and acceptance of compromises, and with an output hoth
illogical and unscientific, suit his habits of exact calculation and careful
preparation. While his conduct of these offices was creditable to him,
and eminently satisfactory to his constituents, a short experience satisfied
him.

In 1886, after the experiences mentioned, in executive and in legisla-
tive work, he was elected to the office of circuit judge, and then began
the service suited to his taste and for which he was fitted by temperament,
training and education. He had served as circuit judge for almost eight
years when he was appointed .by the Governor to fill a vacancy in this
court.

It was never my privilege to see him preside on the circuit, but
the excellence of his work is attested by the best of all proof, the praise
of the entire bar of his court. And the transcripts of cases tried by
him, now a part of the records of this court, give evidence of his pains
and industry in trials, and of his uniform effort to follow the law as
his guide, and to see that justice was administered through the judgments
of his court.

In jury trials it was his practice to prepare a charge containing a
terse, clear and intelligible statement of the issues to be decided by the
jury, and then a statement in similar manner, of the rules of law to
guide the jury in deciding each issue. No intelligent juror could mis-
understand, or be in doubt about, his meaning. And when his cases
reached this court, it was never embarrassed in deciding whether the
jury had been misled by obscure or ambiguous generalties found in his
charge. He had said what he meant, and the jury knew what it was.
If he had erred, it was in his opinion as to the law, and not in his
statement of it. He tried many cases during his seven years on the
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circuit. They, at different times, presented ‘questions not settled, or
about which authorities differed, or under conditions that were relied on
to change former rulings. Many. times these questions arose in the
hurry of a trial, or as a term drew to its close, and when there was
little or no access to authorities. That he sometimes reached conclusions:
which this court, upon review, disapproved, was to be expected, and does
not derogate from the excellence of his work. But, whether his conclu-
sions were approved or not, the quality of his work was always good.
It bore evidence of careful attention and mature thought, and his conclu-
sions had the support, either of recognized authority, or of reasons based
on justice and right. He was an industrious and an efficient circuit judge.
His aim was to ascertain the law applicable to the case in
hand, and to administer it in the judgment of his court. The high respect
of the people in his circuit, generally, and the universal esteem of his
bar, testify that he succeeded well in this purpose.

But, if Judge Riddick made a good circuit judge, there was yet work
more suited to his tastes and attainments. The more deliberate and bet-
ter advised processes of this court were more in accord with his ambi-
tion to know the law as a science, and to see it administered with approxi-
mate exactness. And, while not intending to depreciate his services as
a circuit judge, I venture the opinion that he never attained his mission
until he became a judge of this court.

When called to take a seat beside your Honors, he came with com-
plete equipment. He did not come to grow into a judge, to acquire the
learning, to mature the qualities, or to develop the powers of a judge;
but he came a judge already, capable and learned, in the full maturity
and development of a strong mentality and character, and ready to
perform the functions of his exalted office.

If a seat on this bench exacted talents not required in his former
work, he had them ready, and was a master in their use,

The animating purpose of his professional life was mastery of the
law. His habits of application had been regular and assiduous for years;
‘and his aim was to learn truth and comprehend the principles of justice
that are eternal. He had mental alertness, energy and training to pursue
his purpose to the extent of almost endless labor and toil; and, above all,
he had a profound reverence and love of the law, as the force that
regulates and controls organized society, upon the correct understanding
and administration of which all private rights and the public order depend
for their preservation.

His earliest opinions permit no doubt that he entered upon his
work here thoroughly equipped. His opinion in Worthen v. Grifith, ( 59
Ark.), among the first that he wrote for this court, shows this. It dis-
plays powers of discrimination in a very high degree, with ability to
apply the law so as to accomplish its purpose and to preserve. its spirit;
and it also shows very clearly that he had great talent as a writer and
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an unusual power of clear, terse and lucid statement and of close, con-
nected and persuasive reasoning. His opinion work presérves throughout
the same qualities of excellence, and may stand well any test of com-
parison with the opinions of distinguished judges of this or of other
courts. His style was easy, fluent, terse, bright and pleasing; his state-
ments of cases were plain, accurate, complete and intelligible, and his
discussion of principles was connected, animated and convincing. Every
period was instinct with life, and the reader saw in them the movement
of his ideas. .

Although he read extensively and learned much, his learning became
a part of himself, and merely increased his own growth, and enriched
his knowledge and understanding. He gathered no treasures from classic
fields to display in his opinions by quotation or reference; what he gained
by reading was shown in the quality of his work, in the tone and character
of his mental output. ‘The purity, elegance and simplicity of his writ-
ings proclaimed his culture, as the abundance and richness of the
golden harvest prove a fertile soil. But he appended no ornaments or
decorations to his opinions. They embodied their own charms,

His ability to state a position that he disapproved, and then to re-
fute it, was exceptional. This is illustrated in Thompson v. Van Lear
(77 Ark.). Examples of his powers of strong reasoning and just dis-
crimination are too numerous to catalogue; but Hoard v. State (8 Ark.)
and Herman Kahn Co. v. Bowden (80 Ark.) might be cited from his
later opinions, and Crane V. Siloam Springs (67 Ark.) from his earlier
ones. In White v. State, (74 Ark.), a tender, impersonal, catholic, human
sympathy- is manifested in an opinion which maintains the right of a
poor, friendless criminal to a reduction of his sentence, on the ground
that he was so far under the influence of liquor that his offense lacked
the quality of malice essential to the crime of which he had been con-
victed.

Judge Riddick’s perceptions were acute, and his mental operations
rapid, but his mind seemed not to go straight to its conclusions, but
rather to vacillate, first to one side, then to the other, of a controversy,
as if to survey the entire field, and to waver between conclusions, before
finally accepting either. This was perhaps a matter of manner only; at
any rate, his mind always reached a fixed conclusion; and, then, he was able
to sustain it by a power of logic and reasoning which commanded respect
even when it did not change those who had held different opinions.

Reference has been made thus far to Judge Riddick’s mental qualities;
but they were by no means his best qualification for his exalted and
exacting work. He possessed, in an unusual degree, the moral qualities
that make the judge. If asked to name the best and highest quality of
a judge, my answer would be, the capacity for complete self-effacement
and absolute absorption in his work. It removes all thought of self
in solving the problems that arise, and guaranties complete immunity
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the most charitable and creditable construction upon human conduct.
Sometimes this charitableness of thought caused him much doubt " and
hesitation in forming his opinion; but, once satisfied of wrong, his hesita-
tion vanished, and he was firm and decided and courageous in con-
viction. It was always painful to him to pronounce judgment where he
knew the decision carried sorrow or blighted hope or disappointed
ambition. But this kindly shrinking from inflicting pain never swerved
him a hair’s breadth from his duty as God gave him light to see it.

The geniality of his nature, his keen sense of humor, his wide and
varied attainments, made him a charming companion and a delightful
friend. His honesty was so broad and his character so high that it never
occurred to anyone who knew him to doubt the sincerity of his actions.

In after years we may make a more accurate estimate of his work
as a Judge. Today we who were so intimately associated with him stand
too near to him, and in the mist of our sorrow his figure looms too large
to make a fair comparative measure with those who have gone before him.
But, without invidious comparison, it may be truly said that no one who
ever sat here excelled him as a master of judicial diction. He came to
the Bench equipped for his work.” His first opinion, ‘Hollis v. State, 59
Ark. 211, may be taken as a model of lucid expression, clear analysis of
authority and sound deduction from established premises. From that
opinion to Stubbs v. Pitts (rendered July 22nd), the last decision of the
Court which he wrote, he contributed. much to American jurisprudence.
None of it needs apology; and the best of it constitutes legal classics.

What Chief Justice Cockrill said of Judge Smith may be truly said of
Judge Riddick: “Though dead, he speaks. His voice, through his de-
cisions, will still find audience among those to come after us. His impress
is upon the bar and the judiciary, and through them upon the people.
His influence was always for good; with him there was no retrograde
movement. He despised hypocrisy and detested wrong.”

I have spoken of the Man and Judge, as he appeared in his daily walk
and work. There was another side of his character, known only to his
family, his intimate friends and his companions on the Bench. This side
can not be written down in words, but is enshrined in the hearts of those
near him. It is one of the memories for which we are the richer and
the sadder.

The resolutions will be spread upon the records of the court and the
addresses filed; and in memory of this great Judge and upright Man
the Court will now adjourn.
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uplift of the community in which he lived, faithful to his famijly and
his friends, in every sense a strong man, Judge Riddick measured up
to stature of noble manhood. Death came to him ere age and infirmity
had crippled his physical and mental powers, and yet he lived long
enough to attain a name and place worthy of lasting remembrance.
Fortunately, his greatest service to the State was performed as a mem-
ber of the court of last resort, and his work is preserved in its records.
“It is meet and proper that we, the members of his profession, bear
testimony to his worth, Therefore, be it resolved: :
“First. That in the death of Judge Riddick the State has lost
an exemplary citizen; .
“Second. The Supreme Court of the State an able and upright
judge;
“Third. That in thus perpetuating his memory and emphasizing
his virtues we honor our profession and serve our State, :
“Fourth. That these resolutions be spread upon the records of this
court, and a copy be presented to the Supreme Court of the State with
the request that it be spread upon its records, and that a copy be de-
livered to the family of Judge Riddick.
“Danter, Hon,
“JaMES BrizzoLara,
“JaMEs F. Reab,
“F. A. Youmans,
“T'" W. M. Boone,
“I'. P. WiNcHESTER,
“Committee.”

The Chief Justice responded as follows:

The death of Mr. Justice Riddick has been a personal sorrow keenly
felt by each member of the Court. We have been exceedingly gratified
at the evidences of respect and admiration which the people of the State
have shown for him, and greatly appreciate the just and beautiful tributes
paid his memory today.

To him this Republic has not been ungrateful, for it has paid him in
its richest coin—its unbounded confidence. It is difficult to draw an
accurate character sketch of Judge Riddick, for his versatility and origi-
nality were constantly presenting new phases to view. A predominant
trait was his thorough simplicity of life. He had the utmost aversion
to ostentation and display, and the devotion of some to the tinsel side of
life was a source of keen amusement to him. In his composition there
were no elements of harshness. Kindliness of thought and speech were
distinguishing and charming characteristics. Those it closest and longest
touch with him can not recall uncharitable or unkind words toward a
fellow man.

While quick of speech, like all impulsive men, he was as quick to
atone for an inadvertent wound. It was his habit of thought to place
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never by word or innuendo made an ill-natured remark or an unkind
allusion to anyone. His anecdotes and stories were chaste, humorous
and entertaining, and could always have been related in a lady’s parlor.

He seemed in the best of health and spirits. He never seemed
tired or sleepy; and never seemed ready to go to sleep. He knew nat-
ural history, not second-hand nor learned from books, but by penetrat-
ing the forest, by camping on the banks of lakes and streams far re-
moved from the realms of civilization. He could discourse learnedly
on animals, fishes, birds, fowls, insects and reptiles, and knew their
haunts and habits. He would often turn from his study of the dry legal
principles and dusty tomes to investigate some snake, bird or flower.
It is related of him that on one occasion he became greatly exercised
over a bill in the Legislature providing for the extermination of hawks.
He went to great pains and trouble to show that the hawk family was
greatly traduced and much misrepresented, and was much more benefi-
cial than harmful to the farmer, and was greatly pleased when the
bill was defeated. On another occasion, he demonstrated that a cer-
tain reptile, commonly believed to be poisonous, was harmless.

He was an agreeable companion, was well versed not only in the
old authors but in modern literature. It was surprising that one who
had led such a busy life for the last twenty-five years could know so
much of modern fiction and the current questions of the day as de-
tailed by the periodicals and newspapers. He enjoyed tnis trip to its full
limit, and was so enthusiastic that he bought a membership in the club,
and stated that he would soon visit the place again with one of his
daughters, who was also fond of country life; that he was going to rest
more in the future, and not work so hard. The seeds of disease were
then perhaps present in his body. He returned home, and I saw him
no more. His plans were not to be carried out; he soon journeyed to the
North in search of health, but returned later to take his bed, from which
he was never again to arise.

The greatest heritage that can be left to a free republic is the
good name of its judiciary. Its greatest possession is its learned, fearless
and impartial judges. He had all the attributes that a judge should
have. To his good name I gladly add my humble wreath of laurel.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE FORT SMITH BAR.

The following resolutions adopted by the Bar of Fort
Smith were presented to the court:

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE JAMES E. RIDDICK.
“The death of Honorable James E. Riddick, Associate Justice of
our Supreme Court, October 9, 1907, ends the career of a noble man.

“Clean and pure in thought and conduct, loyal to every obligation
assumed, consistent in public and private life, always a factor in the moral
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Mr. J. W. Blackwood then spoke, in substance, as follows:

May it Please the Court:

Nothing can be added to what has been said concerning the de-
ceased as a judge, by the learned gentlemen who have preceded me in
the formal addresses delivered on this occasion. But I desire to say
a few words on one feature of the life and character of Judge Riddick.
He was a great lover of nature. He was accustomed to take long ram-
bles and excursions into the woods, hills and dales around Little Rock.
Sometimes he was accompanied by members of his family, and at other
times by congenial companions, and sometimes he went alone. He
held communion with the visible forms of nature, and she spoke to him
in various languages. He saw beauties in the woods, the hills and
dales, in the flowers, in the herbs, in the shrubs. the trees and in the
vines. _

He believed religiously that man made the city, and that God made
the country. To him there was “a pleasure in the pathless woods,
there a society where none intruded” save those who loved nature's
boundless beauties and latent secrets. I can see him on the occasion
related by our brother Norton when the proposition was made to ad-
journ the court and go for a day to the woods, and he replied: “Not
a day lost but a day gained.” When he took his holidays he did not go
to the busy, crowded cities or the marts of trade, but he sought out some
of his old companions of earlier days and camped on some of the lakes of
eastern Arkansas, on the banks of the St. Francis, Cache or White
rivers, that he loved so well, seeking the shady places where the bass
lurked, and the wild fowls disported themselves, and where he could
enjoy nature’s book of secrets. . )

Last summer, at the close of a busy and strenuous session of this
court, he joined me with a party of other friends, and went te the
Wattensas Club on White River for a few days’ outing. While riding
from the railroad to the hunting preserves, he would frequently leave
the carriage and take long walks, enjoying the beauties of the forest,
discovering many things not noticed by others accustomed to the woods.
Arriving at the club house, he soon rigged up his rod and reel, and
went onto the banks of the beautiful White River, where he enjoyed him-
self like a boy out of school If he worked with energy, he rested with
zeal. While others of the party were resting, he would often leave us
and take excursions into the woods, and return full of enthusiasm with
the results of his trips, telling us of many things that existed, but un-
known to the members. After the day’s sport was over, he would sit
on the porch until late in the night engaged in pleasing conversation,
often relating experiences at the bar and on the bench. He detailed,
in an interesting manner, the part that counsel had taken in suits where
he had been engaged as counsel, or had presided as judge. In all
of these conversations he never evinced any malice or ill-will, and
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opinion of the learned judge, who rendered the opinion in the case, as
follows: )

“I have labored to make a covénant with myself that affection may
not press upon judgment; for I suppose there is no man that hath any
apprehension of gentry or nobleness but his affection stands to the con-
tinuance of a house so illustrious, and would take hold of a twig or
twine-thread to uphold it. And yet time hath his revolutions, there must
be a period and an end to all temporal things, finis rerum, an end of
honors and dignities, and whatsoever is terrene—and why not of DeVere?
For where is Bohun? Where is Mowbray? Where is Mortimer? Nay,
which is more and most of all, where is Plantaganet? They are entombed
in the urns and sepulchres of mortality. Yet let the name of DeVere
stand as long as it pleaseth God.”

I was, at the time, deeply impressed with these remarks, and doubtless
the thought occurred to many of us, who would be the next to answer the
call of death. I have in my office the photograph of forty-two lawyers,
made in 1898, of members of this Bar. Since that time six of them have
gone to their reward—Judge Sam W. Williams, Judge Jno. A. Williams,
Judge Sterling R. Cockrill, Judge Joseph W. Martin, Judge Simon P.
Hughes and last but not least, Judge James E. Riddick. Certainly, time
hath done her work. Among these were some of our ablest and most up-
right judges. It is a sad thought, and we realize as time advances the num-
ber of deaths will be proportionately increased. How natural for us to
think, who will be the next to follow those who have gone before us? The
very suggestion only tells us of our weakness, as nothing is nore uncertain
than the time when we shall be confronted with the grim monster, Death,
and nothing is more certain than sooner or later we shall.

When this court took its recess last summer, who would have thought
that Judge Riddick would be with us no more. Perhaps his last judicial
act was done at my instance. This was some days after the court had
taken its recess. When I left him, it never occurred to me that I had
bidden my friend a last and final farewell. At this time he was vigorous,
stout and the very picture of physical manhood, and in the very best of
spirits and good nature.

Judge Riddick was an ideal man, as well as a great lawyer. His work
has been finished. Beautiful flowers with their sweet aroma have been
laid at his feet by hands of pure and noble women, who are always ready
to give comfort and aid in the hour of distress. His work as a citizen
and lawyer has ended. Life’s pilgrimage, with its hardships, its toils and
responsibilities, is over. He now sleeps in the grandeur and the glory
of his own greatness

“Where no shadows shall bewilder,
Where life’s vain parade is o’er,
Where the sleep of sin is broken,
And the dreamer dreams no more.”
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Whatever may be said of Judge Riddick as a lawyer, still it was in
his private life where he showed to the best advantage. Where the purity
of his purpose and the nobleness of his soul were known, he was best
understood and appreciated. Gentle, courteous and manly to all with
whom he was brought in close relation, it was his neighbors and personal
friends who knew and loved him best. They respected and honored him
for his real and genuine worth. To their call he was ever ready to
respond with a frank and generous heart, which at once inspired that
confidence and esteem more lasting than cords of steel or bars of iron.
His life was a noble one. His work is the greatest monument to his
memory, and will live forever and gather strength and force as the ages
go on and on to eternity. He was happy, hence he made others happy.

Addison has said: “True happiness is of a retired nature, and an
enemy to pomp and noise; it arises, in the first place, from the enjoy-
ment of one’s self; and in the next place from the friendship and con-
versation of a few select companions. False happiness loves to be in a
crowd, and to draw the eyes of the world upon her. She does not re-
ceive any satisfaction from the applauses which she gives herself, but from
the admiration she arouses in others.”

Judge Riddick did not seek applause, except such as came from a
conscientious discharge of duty. He was plain and unassuming, but at
the same time he observed the injunction of the immortal Jackson: “To
demand nothing that was not right; to submit to nothing that was
wrong.”

Socrates has said: “The way to gain a good reputation is to en-
deavor to be what you desire to appear.” This was Judge Riddick’s
motto. He never attempted to impress anyone with a false idea of him-
self. He always desired to appear just as he was.

The poet, who has given the world some of the purest and best
thoughts, filled with that love of humanity and burning pathos, which-only
found utterance, through his mighty pen, has beautifully portrayed a life
and character like that of Judge Riddick’s:

“So live that when thy summons come to join

The innumerable caravan, which moves

To that mysterious realm, where each shall take

His chamber in the silent halls of death,

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night,

Scourged to his dungeon; but, sustain’d and soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approach thy,grave,

Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch

About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.”

I remember in presenting the resolutions upon the death of Judge
Joseph W. Martin, not quite three years ago, Judge Rose in his remarks,
referred to an important trial that had taken place in the House of
Lords in England nearly three hundred years ago, involving the titles
and estates of the Earle of Oxford of the House of DeVere, which had
existed in England for some five hundred years. He quoted from the
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with usefulness and distinction, whoever clears its foundations, strengthens
its pillars, adorns its entabulatures, or contributes to raise its dome still
higher in the skies, connects himself in name, and fame, and character
with that which is and must be as durable as the fame of human society.”
Perhaps no judge of this court has labored harder to strengthen the pil-
lars of the law and fix a higher standard for the profession of which
he was an honored member. He stood for law and order. As a lawyer,
judge and private citizen, he was an exemplification of the best elements
of human character. He has erected for himself a monument more
durable than marble, steel or brass; more brilliant and enduring than
can be portrayed by tongue or pen; more delicate and beautiful than can
be painted by the greatest masters in art.

Man is allotted but few years upon earth. He comes and goes and is
soon forgotten, but the deeds which he does or the thought he has ad- '
vanced will live forever.

Where is Homer? Where is Milton? Where is Byron? Where is
Scott? Where is Pitt? Where is Burke? They have long since passed
to the great beyond, but their poetry, writings and speeches will live for-
ever. In fact, in looking back over the dark dim ages of the past, we
have nothing left but the thoughts and acts of men. They have. sur-
vived the wreck of the ages, while the individual is lost in the revolution
of time, '

Where is Pompeii, the beautiful city upon the shore of the Bay of
Naples, once the favorite resort of the nobles of Rome, beautiful and
picturesque as it stood upon the sloping shore of the bay, extending
back to the base of the mountain, where stood the temples of Jupiter
and Venus? She is gone. Her gates, her temples, her theaters, her pub-
lic buildings now lie beneath the smouldering ashes from Mt Vesuvius,

Where is Ninevah, the famous capitol of the Assyrian Empire, once
located upon the banks of the river Tigris, at one time the Mistress of the
East in commerce and trade?

Where is Babylon, once situated upon the banks of the Euphrates,
with her massive walls, her steeples, her spires and her hanging gardens?
She is gone. She is no more. She has been lost in the ravages and
wreck of time. Nothing remains but a few shattered and fallen ruins
to tell the story of her civilization and greatness.

Where is Tyre, at one time the great commercial center of the world,
with her docks, her harbors, her warehouses and her factories? Alas!
she, too, is gone. She was lost in the convulsions of the sea, and where
this proud Venetian City once stood is now covered with the rushing
mighty waters of the briny deep.

Men come and go like the dew before the rising of the morning
sun, with but a span between birth and death. Cities, steeples, columns
and spires may crumble and fall, but the acts and deeds of a truly great
man will never-die. They survive the wreckage of matter and the ravages
and shocks of time.
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upon thy footstool’” But Mercy, clothed in her white robes, kneeling
humbly before the Divine Majesty, answered: ‘Yea, Lord, make him.
I will care for him. I will protect him. I will guard him through the
dark meandering scenes of life’ ”And man was made with the Divine in-
junction—“Go and deal with thy brother.” We can all attest how well
she has performed this duty. Judge Riddick, in the administration of the
law, both as a Circuit Judge and on the Supreme Bench, made an earnest
and honest effort to follow this Divine command—“Go and deal with thy
brother.”

The knowledge of his character will inspire the younger men of our
profession to a nobler field of thought, a higher plane of duty, and will
make them better men and greater lawyers.

As a lawyer, he stood preeminently high. His opinions, covering
thousands of pages, will be read with interest and profit for all time to
come. And, while his influence has been felt and appreciated by those
of us who knew him, yet that influence is now in its infancy. It will
continue to grow deeper and deeper and to expand wider and wider on
and on to eternity. He was concise and accurate in his statements of
law and facts. His mind was methodical and analytical, hence it is not
strange that his opinions are marked for their clearness and certainty.

Like the huge pine, standing aloft with outstretching boughs over-
looking and seeming to command the respect of the surrounding forest,
so it was with Judge Riddick. He stood out among the best lawyers of
the State. He had the confidence and respect of all. He was peculiarly
fitted and qualified for the place which he has held so acceptably to the
people, and with so much honor and credit to himself. It will neither be
disparaging to the other members of this court, who have served with
him so long, nor to his honorable successor, to say that his place on the
bench will be hard to fill. Indeed, I have no doubt but that whatever
may be said of his ability and character will have a hearty response and
the approval of all the members of this court. They doubtless feel his
loss more deeply and sensibly, if possible, than those of us who were
not brought in daily touch with him. They have been constantly where
they saw the full strength of his character, the power and force of his
mental grasp and legal mind, and felt his influence as a ‘man of high and
noble purpose.

He knew he was human, and liable to err. He knew that perfection
in the law was impossible, hence, from his early manhood down to his
death, he sought to make the nearest approach to perfection in the law.

Mr. Webster, perhaps one of the greatest lawyers of this or any
other country, has said: “Justice is the great interest of man on earth.
It is the ligament, which holds civilized beings and civilized nations to-
gether. Wherever her temple stands, and so long as it is duly honored,
there is a foundation for social security, general happiness and the im-
provement and progress of our race. And whoever labors on this edifice
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Riddick was one worthy of our imitation, and a heritage of which any-
one might feel proud.

Expressions of love and esteem for those who have distinguished
themselves, whether in war or-peace, are but the out-pourings of the
hearts of a generous and patriotic people. They find expressions from
the humble as well as those in more exalted stations of life.

Judge James E. Riddick is dead! All of him that is mortal has been
placed at rest amid the tombs of those who have gone before him. This
is a sad and solemn thought, but the lesson of his life will live in the
hearts of the people of Arkansas for many years to come, and will bear
fruit for generations yet unborn. The acts and deeds of a truly great
man can never die. He was a man of exceptional literary attainments,
as well as a great lawyer. His opinions are models in diction, brief,
concise and always to the point, and they show they are from the mind
of a trained lawyer. And, above all, he was true and sincere to his
friends, and eminently just to every one.

I first knew him in 1878, twenty-nine years ago. He was then a
young man in his profession, full of hope and ambition. Even then he
was regarded by those who knew him, as a sound lawyer and one of
great promise, and they were not mistaken. A man, like Judge Riddick,
true to his friends, honorable and upright and a hard worker in his
profession was certain to assert himself and take a position among the
best lawyers. His promotion in official life did not come from political
scheming or cunning. These elements were foreign.to his nature. He
despised a mean thing from any source. He never appealed to the pas-
sions and prejudices of the multitude for political or other preferment.
His success came from his rugged honesty and his determined effort to
discharge his duty in every relation of life. His life and character are
worthy of emulation by all and a noble example to the younger lawyers
who come after him.

His judicial opinions were inspired by a lofty purpose and an honest
desire to do right and so to adjust the scales of justice that they would
mete out to every one that which was due him. And, when punishment
had to be inflicted under the law, it was always administered with clem-
ency and mercy. Neither malice nor revenge ever entered into his
opinions or judicial acts.

Perhaps twenty years or more ago, I read a speech, delivered, as I
now remember, by Mr. Wilson of Kentucky. I do not remember his
exact language, but among other things, he said in substance: “When
the Eternal Being first conceived the thought of man’s creation, he called
around and about him the three Graces—who constantly waited at His
throne—Truth, Justice and Mercy— and inquired if man should be made,
to which Truth responded: ‘Nay, Lord, make him not. He will disre-
gard thy commands and trample upon thy laws.’ Justice responded:
‘Nay, Lord, make him not. He will disregard thy precepts and trample
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No more fitting place could have been selected than this, where he
sat so long as an upright, honorable and faithful judge, dealing out equal
and exact justice to all, as he saw it, always tempered with' that mercy
which flows from the soul of a generous and upright man.

In the death of Judge Riddick, we have suffered more than we can
tell. Our hearts are saddened, and perhaps the greatest tribute we could
pay him would Be to gather within the walls of this hallowed precinct,
where he has been so faithful, and where he has left the impress of the
best efforts of his life, leaving a heritage for generations yet unborn,
and then depart in silence, as nothing we can say will add to his merit
or strengthen the ties which bind us together. But, perhaps, it is better
for us that we speak of his intellectual, his legal and his moral worth,
so that our reflection upon his memory ‘will serve to consecrate and
prepare us for a better, purer and nobler life.

The thought of death is always a sad one, yet it softens and quickens
the better elements of our nature. There is nothing quite so touching
to me, even now, as my early recollections of the tolling of the church
bell amid the quiet country homes. It seemed to soften and sweeten the
song of the birds; all nature seemed to halt in dreadful and awful silence;
the men would stop their plows; the good women would stop their
household duties, and, with their children, go to pay the last sad rites
to some man or woman who had commanded the respect and confidence
of the people of that neighborhood, or to put at rest some child whose
soul had taken its flight to the realms of the blessed, and then the good
women, with their fair hands and pure hearts, placed beautiful flowers
upon the grave, as a token of respect and esteem for the dead and of
their sympathy for those who were most sorely afflicted, then returned
to their respective homes in deep and solemn meditation and prayerful
thought. Even now I recall memories of these touching events which I
shall never forget. These thoughts serve to bring us to a full sense of
our individual responsibility, with a deep and intense contemplation of
our relation to our Creator, and we are made to feel our utter dependence
and helplessness.

To honor the illustrious dead is instinctive in every civilized country,
and, as civilization is advanced, people will honor and cherish those who,
by their lives and characters, have strengthened the bonds which bind
men - together, and who have helped to elevate them to a higher and
nobler field of thought. This instinct to pay a tribute to the dead is
beneficent to the living, as it is just and right to those who have given
the best years of their lives to the service of mankind.

The fact that we are here today to pay a tribute to our deceased
brother is an object lesson to us all. Who is it here today who will
not leave this court room with firm and determined resolutions to try.
to be a better and purer man? It is immaterial what your creed or
religion may be, you will all say with one accord that the life of Judge
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was attempted. A lawyer’s mistake—whether by the young with trepida-
tion or the old with hardihood—brought forth no more than a quiet sug-
gestion. Being free from vanity and filled with charity, criticism of another
was to him impossible. The people of the second judicial circuit hon-
ored themselves by keeping him upof the circuit bench wuntil he was
called as a member of this court.

He was best known to the bar of the State as one of the judges of
this court. Here the surroundings and duties were peculiarly fitted to his
studious and painstaking nature; and here his best work was done.
Much of it has far more than a passing value; and it is a pleasure to
know that it is in a permanent and enduring form.

While the larger portion of Judge Riddick’s adult life was spent
in office, he was in no sense a politician. As between him and the legal
voters of his district and State, the relation was more business-like than
political. It was such as brings to mind the legal phrase, “offer and ac-
ceptance.” He “offered,” which for him was impliedly saying: “I think
I can do the work, and would like to have the place.” He never meant
either more or less. The “acceptance” was always forthcoming. The
people honored him in selecting him. He honored them in the service
rendered.

He was a good citizen, just judge, safe friend. And there has been
no better man, .

Judge Riddick’s habits of industry from the time he became a member
of this court are well known. They were the same in the earlier years
of his professional life. To make some worthy use of each day was
with him a habit forceful and binding as a religious rite. Still he could
relax, if thereby nothing was neglected. While he was circuit judge, and
at a court where little was being done, some one suggested that court
adjourn for a day, and that all go to the woods and river. Another ob-
jeoted, saying it would be a day lost. He said, “No indeed. It would
be a day made—a day gained” 'It showed how highly he would appre-
ciate a day during which he could free himself of all cares, and at the
same time feel it was all right to do so.

Labor and Rest. FEach necessary to the other; and following the other
in turn. No one understood this law of nature better; and those who
best knew him, those who knew of his happy contentment—contentment
with things, past, present and to come—can conceive of him at the last
as feeling, if not,saying: “It is good to have been here, and I would
willingly stay longer; but my work is done, I will rest.”

Mr. Joseph W. House, also of the committee, addressed the
court as follows:

May it Please the Court: .

In coming together today, we come with many sad reflections. We
have assembled here to pay our last sad tribute to the memory of our
deceased brother and distinguished lawyer, Judge James E. Riddick.
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Mr. N. W. Norton, also a member of the committee, spoke
as follows:

May it Please the Court:

Because of the course of nature, Judge James E. Riddick is no
longer with us nor of us. Because of the course of that same natuare,
we are prompted to come together, and to place on the records of
this court a memorial of our appreciation of his character and virtues, It
was my privilege to have his acquaintance and friendship for something
more than thirty years.

In contemplating his life, it comes to mind that one may be great in a
sense, and still furnish but little material for a biographer. He lived a
simple, sensible life, such as frequently attends greatness, if indeed it
is not a component part of it. True greatness always includes a realiza-
tion of the little that man can accomplish, even when he is granted long
life, and what we all pleased to call great achievements. And this realiza-
tion leads to a life of simplicity, modesty and charity; no matter how
high the station, or wide the sphere of usefulness.

It is likely true that men are frequently unconscious of their predom-
inant trait. Judge Riddick, in all probability, did not know that with
him the thing to be done always, and in spite of everything, was 3z
discharge of duties. Not that they sat heavily upon him, or were irksome
to him. On the contrary, he would look upon their discharge as an
agreeable habit, formed upon the hasis of a broad comprehension. His
duties to his family, to his fellow man and to the State, through the high
office he held, were all faithfully performed; and thereby his duty to
himself was done, and an ideal life lived.

As a lawyer practicing at the bar, the judicial sense was always the
first to be roused; his mind, from the first knowledge of the case, feeling
its way, as it were, to the ultimate right. His personality was such that
unconscionable causes were not offered him. :

His success at the bar was attributable, not to eloquence or brilliancy,
but to honesty of purpose and a penetrating judgment that infallibly
located the right and the wrong, and an ever present loyalty to the court
and to himself and his profession. The same qualities that brought him
success at the bar pre-eminently fitted him for judicial office.

As prosecuting attorney, he was ever alive to the fact that his office
was judicial. He knew that the laws would be violated, and penalties
stand to be paid; but he also knew that offenders were often sorely
tempted, and that many men, when met by temptation, are weak. The
charitable view was ever uppermost with him, and it is safe to say that
cases were in a measure rare in which he did not have more or less
sympathy for the accused. Still, his sense of duty was so much a part
of his nature that sympathy never impaired his efficiency as a prosecutor.

As circuit judge, his courtesy to the bar was unfailing. With him
every member was in good standing, so long as nothing unprofessional
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We feel that Judge Riddick’s death, in the prime of intellectual vigor
and energy, was a loss to this court, to the profession, and to the State;
but, 'so long as the bar affords men of his type to fill vacancies in judicial
office, the courts need not distrust their ability to preserve the law in its
symmetry and to administer it in its integrity. It is only when we con-
template the course of judicial action in the past, and the useful lives
of such judges as Judge Riddick, that we make any proper estimate of
the credit to which they are entitled in upbuilding and safe-guarding our
country. And it is indeed fortunate that we can leave the graves of
Judge Riddick and the others who have gone before him, and rejoice
that they were permitted to live their lives, and to leave their work
as a legacy to the public.

I now have the honor, for the bar of the State, to move that the
resolutions presented be spread upon the records of this court.

Mr. Hemingway also presented the following:
RESOLUTIONS OF THE BAR OF UNION COUNTY.

The circuit court of Union County, upon hearing of the death of
Judge James E. Riddick, of our Supreme Court, adjourned and the bar
met and adopted the following resolutions:

“The members of the bar of El Dorado learn with the deepest regret
and most profound sorrow of the death of Judge James E. Riddick, for
many years an efficient, loved and honored member of our Supreme
Court. )

“We deplore his loss to- the profession which he adorned, to the
State which -he ably served, and to the Court which he graced with noble
devotion.

“That he should be stricken in the midst of his mature manhood and
taken in the day of his great usefulness is an added reminder of the
vanity of earthly things, but who can question the wisdom which decrees
our passing from life in the midst of our labors rather than after the
time when our hand refuses to do well the work of our Master?

“We tender our earnest and sincere sympathy to his family and rela-

tives.
“H. G. Bunn, Chairman,
“Nemr C. Marsg,
“T. 1. GavcHAN.”

Presented in open court, this 10th day of October, 1907, and ordered
by the court to be spread upon a separate page of its records, as a part
of the proceedings of the day, and the clerk directed to send a copy to
the Supreme Court of the State, and a copy to the family at Little Rock.
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against the hope of favor or the fear of opposition. Tt closes all avenues
of approach, save by the beaten path of the law. The stealthy step of
the scheming flatterer is as effectually barred, as the open advance of the
undisguised corrupter. Observation of Judge Riddick in his work fur-
nished convincing proof that he had this quality. He was unconscious
of himself and intent upon the matter in hand. Friendship imposed no
claims upon his judicial favor, and hostility incurred no disadvantage.
And there was no danger that he would strain virtue, in an effort to be
impartial, and thereby wrong a friend; for to him matters of friendship
and of hostility were so irrelevant and immaterial that they never sug-
gested themselves, in the decision of causes. Aside from his work, he
was a genial companion and a warm friend, but those sentiments never
crossed with him the threshold of this court.

To say of a judge that he is honest, in the sense that he is above
any reward as the price of his judgment, is no praise; for, while that
type of honesty is indispensable, it is not a qualification for the judicial
function. But to say that a judge is honest, in the sense that his judg-
ments are absolutely free from the influence of every personal considera-
tion; that he cannot be tempted by personal flattery, public applause; or
the hope of advancement; and that he cannot be deterred by the dis-
appointment of friends, the hostility of enemies, or the clamor of the
multitude—to say that a judge is honest in this sense is to accord him
the praise which thie upright judge merits. When I say to your Honors
that Judge Riddick well merited this praise, I state a fact which his
whole life proves, and of which your own consciousness, as his associates,
assures you.

[His opinions begin in the 59th, and will continue into the 83d volume
of our State Reports. If his first showed him ripe for his work, his
last gave no evidence of decline, He laid it down, as he had taken it
up, in the full enjoyment of his faculties. Years had not dimmed the
clearness of his vision, chilled his enthusiasm, or impaired his powers of
execution. The close of his career seemed to us abrupt, but it finished a
record in which there is no blot or blemish, and from which there is
nothing to be expunged. His recorded opinions make the one element
of a good, useful and active life, which cannot perish so long as our
legal institutions last. They contain his own outline of his mental and
moral manhood, and it is, and should be, a matter of congratulation to
us that they make the true picture of one of our members, and illustrate
such manly virtue and judicial excellence. His work now passes under
the review of impartial and discriminating public judgment. That some
corrections may be made in it, with advancing knowledge, is to be
expected; but it is safe to assert that his opinions will secure for him,
throughout time, an honorable position among the distinguished judges
of our country.
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I
OPINIONS NOT REPORTED.

Grayson . St. Louis & S. F. Rd. Co.; appeal from Mississippi Cir-
cuit Court; N. F. Lamb, special judge; appeal dismissed May 27, 1907;
per Wood, J.

Delk v. State; appeal from Van Buren Circuit Court; B. B. Hudgins, -
judge; affirmed May 27, 1907; per Hill, C. J.

Thalheimer v. Gans; appeal from Pulaski Chancery Court; Jesse C.
Hart, chancellor; affirmed May 20, 1907; per Hill, C. J.

Dutch Creek Lumber Co. . Damon; appeal from Yell Circuit Court;
William L. Moose, judge; affirmed June 3, 1907; per Hill, C. J.

Deal v. Beck; appeal from Arkansas Circuit Court; George M. Chap-
line, judge; affirmed July 1, 1907; per Riddick, J.

Simmons ». Kirby; appeal from Desha Chancery Court; James C.
Norman, chancellor, and X. O. Pindall, special.chancellor; reversed July
8, 1907; per McCulloch, J. ) i

St. Louis & S. F. Rd. Co. . Thompson; appeal from Crittenden Cir-
cuit Court; Allen Hughes, judge; affirmed July 22, 1907; per Riddick, J.

Odd Fellows Benefit Association v. Burton; appeal from Nevada

Circuit Court; Joel D. Conway, judge; reversed July 15, 1907; per ‘Wood,
J.

II1.
CASES DISPOSED OF ORALLY.

W. W. Shirey 7. Delia Shirey; Craighead Chancery Court; Edward
D. Robertson, chancellor; appeal dismissed for non-compliance with rule
nine, June 3, 1907; per curiam.

lois Hall 2. Alfred Crebbins; Lawrence Chancery Court; R. H.
Powell, special chancellor; reversed by consent, June 10, 1907; per curiam.

£l Dorado & Wesson Railroad Company v. Sallie A. Greshap; Union
Circuit Court; Charles W. Smith, judge; settled and appeal dismissed,
June 24, 1907; per curiam.

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company ». M. L. Rainwater;
Monroe Circuit : Court; Eugene Lankford, judge; affirmed as a delay
case, without penalty, July 1, 1907; per curiam; Hill, C. J., dissenting
from refusal to impose penalty.
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J. R. LeBosquet z. Harry H. Myers; Pulaski Circuit Court; Edward
W. Winfield, judge; settled and appeal .dismissed, July 1, 1907; per
curiam.

C. B. Aydelotte, et al, 2. T. J. Lott, et al.; Little River Circuit
Court; Pratt P. Bacon, special judge; appeal dismissed for non-compliance
with rule nine, May 20, 1907; per curiam.

Marvin Skipper ». The State of Arkansas; Drew Circuit Court;
Zachariah T. Wood, judge; affirmed on motion of the attorney general,
May 27, 1907; per curiam.

The State of Arkansas v. John Cross; Sebastian Circuit Court;
Daniel Hon, judge; appeal dismissed on motion of the attorney general
May 27, 1907; per curiam.



