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Opinion delivered February 12, 1973 
HOMICIDE-VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER--SUFFICIENCY OF EVIDENCE TO SUSTAIN coNv icrioN.—Accused's handwritten confession and eyewit-

ness identification of scissors used in stabbing deceased after ac-
cused had sought him out and provoked the confrontation held 
sufficient evidence to sustain a conviction of voluntary manslaughter. 

Appeal from Pulaski Circuit Court, Fourth Division, 
Richard B. Adkis.son, Judge; affirmed. 

Carpenter, Finch & McArthur, for appellant. 

Rodney Parham, Attorney General; Frank B. New-ell, Asst. Atty. Gen., for appellee. 

CONLEY BYRD, Justice. Upon a homicide charge, 
arising out of the stabbing of Nathaniel Hampton with 
a pair of scissors, appellant Mercia Riggins was found 
guilty of voluntary manslaughter and her punishment 
was fixed at seven years imprisonment in the State Peni-
tentiary:'For fever:sal she contends that the trial court 
erroneously admitted into evidence a pair of unidenti-
fied scissors and that the case should have been dismissed 
or reduced to involuntary manslaughter. We find no 
merit in either contention. 

The proof showed that Nathaniel Hampton died 
from a stab wound. Eye witnesses identified the scissors 
introduced into evidence as the scissors that Nathaniel 
Hampton pitched upon the porch either during or im-
mediately after the altercation with appellant. In a hand 
written confession appellant stated: 

"I call Nathaniel and said I was coming over When 
I got to wemon and him was out in the yard. I told 
him I think I was going to have a baby, he said 
something smart. And I got mad and got my sissors 
out of my purse and stab him, he ask one of the 
ladys in the yard to get his car keys and take him 
to the hospital they could not find the keys so they 
call a ambulance. I wait till the police come. When



the police got thir they addvised me 
and took me to the police station."


