
700	 SMITH V. STATE
	

[295 
Cite as 295 Ark. 700 (1988) 

Michael SMITH v. STATE of Arkansas

CR 87-123	 750 S.W.2d 61 

Supreme Court of Arkansas
Opinion delivered June 6, 1988 

CONTEMPT — COUNSEL FOUND TO BE IN CONTEMPT OF COURT. — 
Where appellant's brief was originally due on July 29, 1987, but 
counsel, due to his considerable case load, filed motions for and 
received sixteen extensions of brief time; where on April 27, 1988, 
appellant was granted a final extension until May 9, 1988, yet 
counsel failed to file his brief within the required time and 
responded by filing another motion to extend; where the brief was 
tendered to the clerk on May 26, 1988; and where counsel appeared 
in court on May 31, 1988, admitted receiving a copy of the court's 
order granting a final extension, and admitted the facts stated in the 
Show Cause Order were true and that he neglectfully failed to file 
his brief within the time specified by the court, counsel was held in 
contempt of court and fined $250.00. 

Appellant's Counsel Found To Be In Contempt of Court.
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PER CURIAM. A Show Cause Order was issued by this court 
ordering appellant's counsel, Roger T. Jeremiah, to appear and 
show cause why he should not be held in contempt of this court for 
failing to comply with this court's order to file appellant's brief by 
a specified time. 

The record in this matter was filed on June 19, 1987, and 
appellant's brief was originally due on July 29. On July 27, 
appellant's counsel filed a motion to extend the brief time due to 
his considerable case load. That motion was granted, and appel-
lant was given until August 31 to file his brief. Between August 
1987 and January 1, 1988, counsel filed a total of eight motions to 
extend brief time. Each was granted. 

Between January and April 1988, counsel filed eight addi-
tional motions to extend. This court entered an order on April 27, 
1988, granting a final extension until May 9, 1988. Counsel 
admits receiving a copy of the court's order of April 27, 1988, 
granting a final extension until May 9, 1988, yet counsel failed to 
file his brief within the required time. On May 9, 1988, counsel 
responded by filing another motion to extend. The brief was 
tendered to the clerk of the court on May 26, 1988. 

[1] Counsel Roger T. Jeremiah appeared before this court 
Tuesday, May 31, 1988, and admitted the facts stated in the 
Show Cause Order issued by this court were true and correct. He 
further stated that he neglectfully failed to file his brief within the 
time specified by the court and extended to the court his apology. 

The appellant's counsel, Roger T. Jeremiah, is held in 
contempt of this court and fined $250.00.


